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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Fish and Game

STREAM SURVEY

NAME ARROY O CORTE MADERA DEL PRESIDIO COUNTY: MARIN

STREAM SECTION: FROM:_ Mouth  To:_ Headwaters LENGTH:__3.27 miles plustrib
TRIBUTARY TO: Richardson Bay TwpP.__IN R:. 6W Sec. A
OTHER NAMES.____None RIVER SYSTEM ; Richardson Bay
SOURCES OF DATA: Personal Observation

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION EXTENT OF OBSERVATI ON - on August 10, 1965, C. E. Culley and

Loahdude Name of Surveyor, Date, Ete B. Fox spent the entire day surveying this creek by car and

RELATION TO OTHER WATERS f oot .

O L DESCRIPTION LOCATI ON — The headwaters lie in rather steep nountains just
Immediate Drainage Basin nort hwest of the town of MIIl Valley. It passes through MI|I
Altitude (Range) . . . . . . h
Gradient Valley in a southeasterly direction until it enpties into the
ﬁgm nort hwestern portion of Richardson Bay.
ggﬁvw@ RELATI ON TO OTHER WATERS - This stream appears to be a good
Bottom spawni ng and nursery area for steel head trout.

Shawning Areas Wat ershed and | nmedi ate Drai nage Basin — The headwaters lie
Sheter in steep, "V'-shaped canyons whi ch have from dense to

pariers abundant vegetation cover in the formof a typical Redwood
Temperatures Forest. Fromthe | ower end of the headwaters to the begi nning
Aquatic Plants of the town of MIIl Valley, the streamis |located in a rather
iinter Conditions narrow, steep, valley. Redwood Forest vegetation still the
Springs typical type. The portion of the streamthat passes through

FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS . .

OTHER VERTEBRATES the town of MII| Valley is partially covered over for

FISHING INTENSITY H H H H H

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE bui | di ng construction, rpads, etc., and partially open with a

ACCESSIBILITY common anmount of vegetations cover. The | ower portion of the

%Qgﬁgsz stream approximately the last 9/10 of a mle of it, is a

IMPROVEMENTS typi cal slough. The vegetational cover is scarce to conmon,

PAST STOCKING .

GENERAL ESTIMATE and generally consists of common weeds and marsh plants. The

R ENDED MANAGEMENT general direction of the stream s discharge is a

REFERENCES AND MAPS sout heasterly one.

Altitude — 1600 feet to sea |evel

Gradi ent — The upper headwaters are steep, and the niddle portion of the streamis
general ly noderate. The last mle (an approxination) is al nost slight.

Wdth — Average width is one foot to two feet.

Depth — Average depth is 1 1/2 inches to 4 inches deep

Fl ow — There are no mninmum fl ow records for the sumrer nonths, but during my 8-10-
65 survey, | noted only about 20 feet--total of the streamwas dry. This 20 feet of
dry streanbed consisted of several scattered and short-length dry areas. Presently
(8-10-65) the average flow for the streamis estinmated as 1/2 to 3/4 cfs.

Vel ocity — Rapid (nore than 1/2 feet/second).

Bottom — The middle and | ower stretches of this stream generally have a bed of fine
and coarse gravel with sonme fine and coarse rubble.

Spawni ng Areas — There are nmany excellent spawning areas in this stream Refer to
attached map.

Pools — Pools that are short, narrow, and shallow are fairly frequent. They are
generally well shaded and are usually caused by the digging action of the current,
under cut banks, and sonme sort of bl ockage of the flow The average size is 4 feet to
6 feet wide, 6 feet to 20 feet long, and 3 inches to 10 i nches deep

Shelter — Shelter in the formof overhanging terrestrial plants and coarse rubble is
presently good for the pools.

Barriers — None.
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Di versi ons — Cascade Damin the headwaters of 0ld MII| Creek, 40-50 feet high and storing
wat er for municipal drinking purposes. A year-round diversion.

Tenperatures — Air tenperature 72 degrees Farenheit. Water tenperature 59 degrees Farenheit.
Taken 0.4 nile downstream fromthe uppernmost fork of Corte Madera Del Presidio Creek at
0940, August 10, 1965.

Food — Sufficient.

Aquatic Plants — Marsh plants at |ower end of creek in slough portion, (Not enough to hinder
fish.)

Wnter Conditions — Not clearly indicated due to extrenely dense plant growth and

i mprovenents nade by streansi de residents.

Pol | uti on — None.

Springs — Only one observed. One half mile upstream of Cascade Dam Not devel oped.

FI SHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS - Steel head trout: average/ 100 feet—¥5-100; average/ 100 feet
riffles—50-70; average/ 100 feet pools—80-119 (added several small pool's |engths and nunber
of fish to equal 100 feet of pool). Only 10 were keyed out on August 25, 1965. Both anal fin
ray and gill raker counts indicated all were steel head, not silver salnon. M ninumsize—1.8
i nches | ong. Maxi num si ze—2.8 inches |ong, average size—2.4 inches long. (Taken from 20

i ndi vi dual s nmeasured.) Natural propagation success is good.

OTHER VERTEBRATES — One only—32 inch adult Di canptodon ensatus (Pacific G ant Sal amander).
FI SHI NG | NTENSI TY — Light to none. Many private hones along the i medi ate bank

OTHER RECREATI ONAL USES — None. Privately owned al nost the entire | ength.

ACCESSI BI LI TY — Stream accessi ble by paralleling roads. Take MII Valley turn-off of

Hi ghway 101, drive approximately 2 nmiles to the town of MII Valley, turn-off on Corte
Madera Avenue, for trip to headwaters of stream

OMERSHI P — Private, owned by |ocal residents.

POSTED OR OPEN — Posted, in sone areas; the land is posted, but down in the residential
area, there is not any posters.

| MPROVEMENTS — None not ed.

PAST STOCKI NG — None.

GENERAL ESTI MATE — This streamis a valuable SH stream used for spawni ng and nursery.
RECOMVENDED MANAGEMENT — None.

SKETCH MAP — See attached.

REFERENCES AND MAPS — U.S. G S. San Rafael, Quadrangle; 7.5 series (topographic).

C. E. Cully/bg—8/10/65
typed Dec. 8, 1965
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