CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

STREAM SURVEY

FILE FORM No.............

strReam Name, S AR CREEK County € ndocmo .................
STREAM SECTION FROM. BN o TOm e, LENGTH..T12mi
TrIBUTARY To.PacificOcean ... Twp.17N....... RI8W. . .secl.. ...
OTHER NAMES ... .. et oo, RIVER sysTEMm Gaspar Creek

Sources oF Data,. P€rsonal survey and info from local State Div of Forestry personnel

NAME OF SURveyor H-E. Pintler paTe 29 May 1957 .

EXTENT OF OBSERVATION  Entire creek, with the exception of an estimated mile of headwater tributari
which were too small to support fish life, was walked out by H.E.Pintler 5/z

Arises about 7 miles east of the town of Caspar which is on State Highway 1, approximately 6 mi. south of
Bragg. It proceeds in a meandering manner, entering the Pacific Ocean at Caspar.

RELATION TO OTHER WATERS - An entirely separate drainage, but similar to other small coastal
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

LOCATION -

WATERSHED Typical west side part of the north coast range of California. It drains an area of abc
estimated 200 square miles.
IMMEDIATE DRAINAGE BASIN —

The basin is primarily a very steep and narrow canyon running through heavily timbered country made up of redwod,
alders, azaleas, rhododendrons and brush. Much downed timber and humus along the steep sides. The area is compl
but was apparently logged over 50 years or more ago. The stream is nearly 14 mi. long.

ALTITUDE -  Seg |evel to 600'.

GRADIENT - The gradient is moderate without much cascading except in the extreme headwater area.
of the headwater area there is no flow at all.

DEPTH - An average estimated 12 inches with a range up to 18 inches.

An average estimated at 5 cfs with a range up to 10 cfs. Unlike most of the other strams, this stream seems to t
driest stretches in the extreme upper end. The water there apparently flows underground in many places.

BOTTOM — The bottom is primarily composed of gravel and bedrock with some sand, clay and organic de

FLOW -

Average about 40% of the stream with extremely good stretches in the lower part
SPAWNING AREAS — Wwhere almost 90% appears suitable.

Good development. Up to 5 ft. deep and to 15 ft. by 40 ft., plus a mill pond just upstream from State Higl
The best pools are abundant fan from 40 ft to 100 ft. apart.

SHELTER -- Abundant - mostly in the form of dead timber lying in the stream with good natural stream improvement and undercutting

PooLs -

BARRIERS -
the only barrier observed was in the form of a mill pond dam immediately upstream from Sta
Highway 1, which can be seen from the road. This dam has a covered wooden fish ladder w
som people claim works very well.



DIVERSION — None observed.

TEMPERATURE — On this date the water temp ranged between 53 and 54 degrees F at the four :

Foob - Good to excellent. There were from 5 to 15 aquatic invertebrate larval forms on nearly every !
6-inch rock examined. The most abundant form was caddis fly larvae.

AQUATIC PLANTS — None noted

Winter conditions are mild with very little sign of either scouring or erosion. Water levels in the win
WINTER CONDITIONS — apparently are not too high.

PoLLuTIioN — None observed.

SPRINGS — Several small springs were observed on both sides of the stream along the upper 2/3.

FISHES PRESENT AND SUCCESS —
Only two species observed: SH 1.3"to 5" long, 15-20 in each larger pool observed, and SS 2"-3" long, 10-

15 in each larger pool. Silver salmon comprise 30-40% of the fish population of the stream. Natural propagation is apparently
and there were more fish observed here than in Pudding Creek, although these are much smaller. Fingerling fish were scarce
pools but abundant in larger ones. The water was crystal clear, visiblity excellent, hence estimates thought to be unusually ac

OTHER VERTEBRATES — Frogs and salamanders were extremely abundant

FISHING INTENSITY — Light to medium winter steelhead fishing exists at the mouth only due to legal restrictions.
summer fishing intensity is practically zero, except for a few anglers in the lower sections.

OTHER RECREATIONAL USE- None known

ACCESSIBILITY —
By vehicle along State Highway 1, 6 mi. south of Ft. Bragg. At this point, by the town of
Caspar, good dirt roads parrallel each side of the stream but are very high and some dis
away froam a large part of the stream's length. Access to the stream is by foot only (hor:
could not make it) either from the mill pond, or down very steep hillsides fillded with mucl
down and rotted timber, as well as large living redwood.

o All but the lowermost mile or so is included as part of the Jackson State Froes. The low
WNERSHIP = gaction is or has been under control or ownership of the old Caspar Lumber Co.

PosTED or opEN— T NE Stream is not posted anywhere along its length.

IMPROVEMENTS — None noted.
PAST STOCKING — There is no record of past stocking in our files. It might be possible to learn somett

abut past stockin from ex-Warden Ovid Holmes, or from the Sacramento files.

GENERAL ESTIMATE — ) )
Caspar Creek is an excellent, small coastal anadromous fish stream. Although short, access for steelhead anc

salmon is good, as is flow, food, pool development and spawning area. Access for fishing is difficult, and so w
access for any work necessary in the upper part.

RECOMMENDED M ANAGEMENT —
(1) Remove dam forming the mill pond. (2) If this stream is to be used eventually to supplement egg-
for silver salmon at Pudding Creek, then the dam should be retained and the stream developed for pi
If this is done then (a)close the stream to fishing (b)build a trail along the stream to permit more read
for creamer patrol and any other type of work in the area, and (c) build a fish collecting trap on the da
The latter would require some probable modification before it would be entirely suitable for such purj

REFERENCES AND M APS — Maps used were the USGS quad: Glenblair 15min. (1943), and the State Division of Forestry )
Mendocino county; south half 1950 revision. The USGS for Fort Bragg, 15 min. (1943) was al:
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- Maps used were the USGS QUad.:Genblair 15 nin. (1943).

REFERENCES AND MAPS
and the State Dvision of Forestry Mp for Mendociao County; south half 1950
revision. The USGS for Fort Bragg, L MmN was also used.

STATE #wy /

, VACKS o N

Caspar
Paci€ic
Ocean
RISSIAN SULLH ™
STATE
PARK
FUREST
Mendocimo @’ﬁ " -m-ey
Mendocine ; 243 .
7, &‘5 ;ﬁup,

m—

TR~ s it .- .
T~/ = FoQiery munt j
B

(See Freid Fopad



	barriers: the only barrier observed was in the form of a mill pond dam immediately upstream from State Highway 1, which can be seen from the road.  This dam has a covered wooden fish ladder which som people claim works very well.
	shelter: Abundant - mostly in the form of dead timber lying in the stream with good natural stream improvement and undercutting resulting.
	pools: Good development.  Up to 5 ft. deep and to 15 ft. by 40 ft., plus a mill pond just upstream from State Highway 1.  The best pools are abundant fan from 40 ft to 100 ft. apart.
	spawning areas: Average about 40% of the stream with extremely good stretches in the lower part
 where almost 90% appears suitable.
	bottom comp: The bottom is primarily composed of gravel and bedrock with some sand, clay and organic debris.
	velocity: Moderate
	flow: An average estimated at 5 cfs with a range up to 10 cfs.  Unlike most of the other strams, this stream seems to have its driest stretches in the extreme upper end.  The water there apparently flows underground in many places.
	depth: An average estimated 12 inches with a range up to 18 inches.
	gradient: The gradient is moderate without much cascading except in the extreme headwater area.  In parts of the headwater area there is no flow at all.
	altitude: Sea level to 600'.
	imm: 
	 drainage:  The basin is primarily a very steep and narrow canyon running through heavily timbered country made up of redwod, huge alders, azaleas, rhododendrons and brush. Much downed timber and humus along the steep sides. The area is completely wild, but was apparently logged over 50 years or more ago.  The stream is nearly 14 mi. long.

	watershed desc: Typical west side part of the north coast range of California.  It drains an area of about an estimated 200 square miles. 
	relation: An entirely separate drainage, but similar to other small coastal streams.
	location: Arises about 7 miles east of the town of Caspar which is on State Highway 1, approximately 6 mi. south of Ft. Bragg.  It proceeds in a meandering manner, entering the Pacific Ocean at Caspar.
	extent of observation: Entire creek, with the exception of an estimated mile of headwater tributaries which were too small to support fish life, was walked out by H.E.Pintler 5/29/57.
	survey date: 29 May 1957
	name of surveyorrrr: H.E. Pintler
	sources of data: Personal survey and info from local State Div of Forestry personnel
	river system: Caspar Creek
	aka: 
	sect: 1
	r: 18W
	twshp: 17N
	tributary to: Pacific Ocean
	length: ~12mi
	survey to: 
	survey from: Entire
	county: Mendocino
	stream name: CASPAR CREEK
	1: 
	refs and maps: Maps used were the USGS quad: Glenblair 15min. (1943), and the State Division of Forestry Map for Mendocino county; south half 1950 revision.  The USGS for Fort Bragg, 15 min. (1943) was also used.
	recommended mgmt: (1) Remove dam forming the mill pond.  (2) If this stream is to be used eventually to supplement egg-taking for silver salmon at Pudding Creek, then the dam should be retained and the stream developed for production.  If this is done then (a)close the stream to fishing (b)build a trail along the stream to permit more ready access for creamer patrol and any other type of work in the area, and (c) build a fish collecting trap on the dam itself.  The latter would require some probable modification before it would be entirely suitable for such purposes. 
	general estimate: Caspar Creek is an excellent, small coastal anadromous fish stream.  Although short, access for steelhead and slver salmon is good, as is flow, food, pool development and spawning area.  Access for fishing is difficult, and so would be access for any work necessary in the upper part.
	previos stocking: There is no record of past stocking in our files.  It might be possible to learn something abut past stockin from ex-Warden Ovid Holmes, or from the Sacramento files.
	improvements: None noted.
	posted or open: The stream is not posted anywhere along its length.
	ownership: All but the lowermost mile or so is included as part of the Jackson State Froes. The lowermost section is or has been under control or ownership of the old Caspar Lumber Co.
	accessibility: By vehicle along State Highway 1, 6 mi. south of Ft. Bragg. At this point, by the town of Caspar, good dirt roads parrallel each side of the stream but are very high and some distance away froam a large part of the stream's length.  Access to the stream is by foot only (horses could not make it) either from the mill pond, or down very steep hillsides fillded with much down and rotted timber, as well as large living redwood.
	other rec uses: None known
	fishing intensity: Light to medium winter steelhead fishing exists at the mouth only due to legal restrictions. In summer fishing intensity is practically zero, except for a few anglers in the lower sections.
	other vertebrates: Frogs and salamanders were extremely abundant
	fishes present: Only two species observed:  SH 1.3" to 5" long, 15-20 in each larger pool observed, and SS 2"-3" long, 10-
15 in each larger pool. Silver salmon comprise 30-40% of the fish population of the stream. Natural propagation is apparently successful and there were more fish observed here than in Pudding Creek, although these are much smaller. Fingerling fish were scarce in small pools but abundant in larger ones. The water was crystal clear, visiblity excellent, hence estimates thought to be unusually accurate.
	springs: Several small springs were observed on both sides of the stream along the upper 2/3.
	pollution: None observed.
	winter conditions: Winter conditions are mild with very little sign of either scouring or erosion. Water levels in the winter apparently are not too high.
	aquatic plants: None noted.
	food: Good to excellent. There were from 5 to 15 aquatic invertebrate larval forms on nearly every 3 - to 6-inch rock examined.  The most abundant form was caddis fly larvae.
	temperature: On this date the water temp ranged between 53 and 54 degrees F at the four stations checked.
	diversion: None observed.


